Primary malignant lymphoma of the thyroid in a patient with long-standing Graves' disease.
We have recently encountered a patient with rapidly enlarging thyroid masses histologically diagnosed as diffuse histiocytic lymphoma which developed in the active course of Graves' disease. The primary thyroid lymphoma has been in complete remission after local radiation therapy. The association of Hashimoto's thyroiditis and thyroid lymphoma has well been recognized. Meanwhile, data have accumulated to demonstrate that Hashimoto's thyroiditis and Graves' disease share possible similar causal immunological abnormalities and are closely related entities. However, the association of Graves' disease and primary thyroid lymphoma has never been reported, as far as we know. Therefore, this case may be the first one that supports the natural concept that thyroid lymphoma develops from pre-existing Graves' disease secondary to the similar immunological abnormalities in Hashimoto's thyroiditis.